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SQL DOWN UNDER PODCASTS 

Come Learn with Us 

SQL Server  

Advanced T-SQL Querying, 
Programming and Tuning for SQL 

Server 2005 & 2008 
February 23-27, Melbourne – Greg Low 

Mid July, Sydney - Itzik Ben-Gan 

Mid July, Melbourne - Itzik Ben-Gan 

End to End Practical SQL Server 
Performance Tuning 

March. 2-6, Melbourne – Greg Low  

 

Business Intelligence 

 Microsoft BI Bootcamp: SQL Server 

2008, Office System 2007 and 
Performance Point Server 2007 

March. 9-13, Perth – Peter Myers 

March. 16-20, Melbourne – Peter Myers 

April/May. 27-1, Sydney – Greg Low 

February 2009                                     www.solidq.com.au 
 

TECH FEATURE 

SQL Server 2008 System Views Map  

SolidQ Mentors and Microsoft have produced an updated systems views post for SQL 
Server 2008.  Ron Talmage led the Solid Quality Mentors team. 

The Microsoft SQL Server 2008 System Views Map shows the key system views 
included in SQL Server 2008, and the relationships between them.  The map is similar 
to the Microsoft SQL Server 2005 version and includes updates for the new and 
updated Microsoft SQL Server 2008 features such as resource governor, extended 
events, full-text search and others. 

 Download the SQL Server 2008 System Views Map 
[http://sqlblog.com/blogs/greg_low/archive/2009/01/30/sql-server-2008-system-
views-poster-now-available-for-download.aspx]  

 

SPOTLIGHT 
Planning to Upgrade? Let Us Help Pave the Way to a Smooth, 
Highly Available Transition 

SolidQ Australia mentors provides world-class talent to help you upgrade SQL Server 
quickly, smoothly, and with optimal results -- avoiding the headaches, delays, and 
mistakes that can cost your business valuable time and money. Our SQL Server 
Upgrade (Assessment & Planning) service offering provides a roadmap to define which 
SQL Server products to upgrade to, timing, scope, and a high-level migration plan, 
letting you get strategic technology in place to boost productivity, drive revenues, and 
cut costs. The assessment phase includes: 

 An automated inventory of existing SQL Servers  
 Discussion of application dependencies or business requirements that 

influence SQL Server versions/editions  
 Overview of expected benefit of upgrading  
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For more information or to register for these or 

other courses, see the Solid Q™ full course 
schedule. 

Need a different date or to schedule any of our 
courses as a private class at your premises? 

Contact ozinfo @solidq.com. 

  

 

Free SQL Server 
2008 MSPress 

eBook 

Introducing SQL Server 2008 

 
 

SolidQ mentors Peter DeBetta, Greg 
Low and Mark Whitehorn authored this 

free MSPress ebook. 

Learn about major new features in SQL 
Server 2008 including security, 

administration and performance. 

  
The book covers the following topics:  

Security and Administration, 
Performance, Type System, 
Programmability, Storage,  

Enhancements for High Availability, 
Business Intelligence Enhancements 

  

To download this free eBook 

 click here or visit Greg’s Blog. 

 

 

 

The planning/recommendations phase includes  

 A high-level migration plan, complete with candidate timeline, 
versions/editions/licensing recommendations, and architecture 
considerations/changes  

 Suggestions for staff skill advancement  
 Operations, performance, and scalability observations/recommendations  

For assistance with your SQL Server Upgrades please contact us 

ozinfo @solidq.com or phone 1300SQLPRO (1300775776) 

 

TRAINING & MENTORING 

In this tough economy, the complex process of budgeting for technology and training 
only gets more difficult. SolidQ can help your organization plan to weather these 
choppy financial waters while keeping your staff trained up with the technologies.  

 

Advanced Transact-SQL Querying, Programming and Tuning for 
SQL Server 2005 & 2008  

Presenter: Greg Low 
23 – 27 February, 2009 | Melbourne 
 

Presenter: Itzik Ben-Gan 
Mid July | Sydney 

Mid July | Melbourne 

The course focuses on writing and tuning queries and programming with T-SQL in SQL 
Server 2005 and 2008. In this course you will learn the details and capabilities of T-SQL 
in the following areas: Logical Query Processing; Query Tuning; Subqueries, Ranking 
Functions, Joins and Set Operations; Aggregating and Pivoting Data; TOP and APPLY; 
Data Modification; Data Type Related Problems; Programmable Objects (Dynamic SQL, 
Views, User Defined Functions, Stored Procedures, Triggers, Transactions and 
Concurrency, Exception Handling); Graphs, Trees and Hierarchies. 

The course was developed by Itzik Ben-Gan, a mentor and one of the founders of Solid 
Quality Mentors, author of several books about T-SQL, a columnist in SQL Server 
Magazine, and a regular speaker in SQL Server related events. 
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Events  

 

Melbourne CBD SQL PASS 
Chapter  

Most common development mistakes 
on SQL Server 

February. 9, Melbourne – Bryan Oliver at 12:30-
2:00pm  

Location @ 257 Level 1, 257 Collins Street. 
Melbourne  

During this session Bryan will cover the 
most common development mistakes 
on SQL Server.  Keep your boss happy 

by avoiding these issues! 

Bryan will discuss: 

 Improving SQL Server 
configuration Indexing and 
coding for performance 

 Anti-Virus software: The Do’s 
and Don’ts 

 Monitoring and identify 
bottlenecks                           

 Managing other applications 
running alongside SQL Server 

RSVP if you're coming to  

info @ sqldownunder.com 

 

For more information regarding the 
location  

click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End To End Practical SQL Server Performance Tuning 

Presenter: Greg Low 
2 – 6 March, 2009 | Melbourne 

This five day intensive course is designed to provide highly practical advice on 
performance tuning of SQL Server systems. While the course is based on SQL Server 
2008, coverage is provided of SQL Server 2005 along with a discussion of how the 
information differs from earlier versions. Attendees will gain a solid and practical skills 
that can be used on the current versions of the product as soon as they return from 
the class. The focus of the materials is on the actual problems typically encountered 
by our mentors during their client engagements. 

Microsoft BI Bootcamp: SQL Server 2008, Office System 2007 and 
Performance Point Server 2007 

9 – 13 March, 2009 | Perth (Peter Myers) 
16 – 20 March, 2009 | Melbourne (Peter Myers) 
27 – 1 April/May, 2009 | Sydney (Greg Low) 

Business intelligence solutions provide the infrastructure that enables people at all 
levels of a business to make better decisions based on more accurate and up-to-date 
information. This workshop focuses on the teaching IT professionals the best practices 
and skills required to successfully design, build, deploy, and operate a business 
intelligence solution using SQL Server 2008.  This course is also directly useful for 
those working with SQL Server 2005. 

Peter is widely recognised as one of the best SQL Business Intelligence trainers in the 
world. Microsoft have already chosen him to deliver the BI preconference sessions for 
the upcoming TechEd 2009 in Los Angeles. 

Click here to learn more about any of these courses.  
And contact ozinfo @solidq.com for scheduling information. 

Bookings:  Download Booking Form or phone 1-300-SQLPRO (1300775776) 
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SQL Down Under 
Podcasts 

Future of cloud based data 
services 

 

Presenter: Ryan Dunn 

 

Microsoft Senior Technical Evangelist 
Ryan Dunn discusses SQL Services and 

SQL Data Services, the future of the 
cloud based data services, what is 
currently available and how to get 

started. 

  

To download this free podcast 

 click here. 

 

For more information regarding SQL 
Down Under  

click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Get to know our mentors 

  
Davide Mauri Releases New Version of 
DTLoggedExec 

SQL Server MVP Davide Mauri, a Mentor with Solid Quality 
Mentors and leader of the Italian SQL Server User Group, UGISS, 
has released the latest version of his popular DTLoggedExec tool. As the name implies, 
DTLoggedExec is a replacement for the DTExec SQL Server Integration Services (SSIS) 
tool for executing SSIS packages. When you use DTLoggedExec to execute a package, 
the tool produces full and detailed logging information including execution status, 
package runtime data, and data flow profiling information. 

  

Leveraging the power of the Integration Services Object Model, DTLoggedExec lets 
you enable and disable logging from the command line on the fly for any package, log 
variable values and values of properties bound to expressions, log all of a task's 
properties and related connection properties if an error occurs (ideal for post-mortem 
debugging), and choose which event you want to log. The tool's fully pluggable 
architecture lets you decide where to log information and add your own log providers 
to customize logging. And it supports data flow profiling, letting you log data flow 
performance data, including how many rows each component has processed in how 
much time. Compiled to support both 32-bit and 64-bit platforms, DTLoggedExec 
works with SSIS 2005 and 2008 through assembly binding. 

 

Click here for more about why you should consider using DTLoggedExec and to see 
examples of what you can do with the data that DTLoggedExec produces at runtime.  

 
 

  

HOT LINKS 

Blog: Greg Low, "Much ado about Logins and SIDS" 

 

Podcast: Ryan Dunn on "Future of cloud based data services" 

 

Itzik Ben-Gan in SQL Server Magazine: "More Options for Handling 
    Arrays as Inputs" 

  

White Paper: "Working with SQL Server Integration Services"  
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