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TECH FEATURE

SQL Server 2008 Upgrade Technical Reference Guide

SolidQ Mentors and Microsoft have produced a comprehensive, 490-page guide that
provides the information you need to ensure a smooth and trouble-free upgrade to
SQL Server 2008. Preparation is the mantra throughout the freely downloadable "SQL
Server 2008 Upgrade Technical Reference Guide," which stresses best practices and
sufficient planning according to the complexity of your database application.

The 2008 upgrade guide covers the following topics:

e Overview of the technical issues and decisions involved in the upgrade and

recommendations for planning and deploying an upgrade

Upgrading to SQL Server 2008 management tools

Upgrade issues related to SQL Server relational databases

Upgrading to SQL Server 2008 Express

Upgrading to the SQL Server 2008 Business Intelligence components: Analysis

Services, Data Mining, Integration Services, and Reporting Services

e Implications of upgrading to SQL Server 2008 for other Microsoft applications
and platforms

e Allowed SQL Server 2008 version and edition upgrade paths and an upgrade
planning checklist

Ron Talmage led the Solid Quality Mentors author team, joined by subject experts
Greg Low, Steven Abraham, Pablo Ahumada, Herbert Albert, Larry Barnes, Allan Hirt,
Aaron Johal, Dejan Sarka, Antonio Soto, Craig Utley, and Joe Webb.

Download the SQL Server 2008 Upgrade Technical Reference Guide
[http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilylD=66d3e6f5-6902-4fdd-
af75-9975aea5bea7&displaylang=en]

For assistance with your SQL Server Upgrades please contact us

ozinfo @solidg.com or phone 1300SQLPRO (1300775776)
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For more information or to register for these or
other courses, see the Solid Q™ full course
schedule.

Need a different date or to schedule any of our
courses as a private class at your premises?
Contact ozinfo @solidg.com.

Introducing SQL Server 2008

pligele Vialale

SQ

Server
2008

SolidQ mentors Peter DeBetta, Greg
Low and Mark Whitehorn authored this
free MSPress ebook.

Learn about major new features in SQL
Server 2008 including security,
administration and performance.

The book covers the following topics:

Security and Administration,
Performance, Type System,
Programmability, Storage,
Enhancements for High Availability,
Business Intelligence Enhancements

To download this free eBook
click here or visit Greg’s Blog.

SPOTLIGHT

Microsoft Certified Masters: SQL Server 2008

Greg Low, SolidQ’s Managing Director, Australia, has achieved a rare level of SQL
Server certification, completing the new Microsoft Certified Master: Microsoft SQL
Server 2008 program on the Microsoft campus in Redmond. This program for SQL
Server 2008 provides the most in-depth and comprehensive assessment available
today for SQL Server 2008. Currently only 2 people in the world have successfully
completed this program.

Greg describes the intense experience of becoming a Microsoft Certified Master in his
blog, "The Bit Bucket."

[http://sqlblog.com/blogs/greg low/archive/2008/11/28/microsoft-certified-master-
sql-server-2008.aspx]

TRAINING & MENTORING

In this tough economy, the complex process of budgeting for technology and training
only gets more difficult. SolidQ can help your organization plan to weather these
choppy financial waters while keeping your staff trained up with the technologies.

Advanced Transact-SQL Querying, Programming and Tuning for
SQL Server 2005 & 2008

Presenter: Greg Low
23 — 27 February, 2009 | Melbourne

Presenter: Itzik Ben-Gan
Mid July | Sydney
Mid July | Melbourne

The course focuses on writing and tuning queries and programming with T-SQL in SQL
Server 2005 and 2008. In this course you will learn the details and capabilities of T-SQL
in the following areas: Logical Query Processing; Query Tuning; Subqueries, Ranking
Functions, Joins and Set Operations; Aggregating and Pivoting Data; TOP and APPLY;
Data Modification; Data Type Related Problems; Programmable Objects (Dynamic
SQL, Views, User Defined Functions, Stored Procedures, Triggers, Transactions and
Concurrency, Exception Handling); Graphs, Trees and Hierarchies.

The course was developed by Itzik Ben-Gan, a mentor and one of the founders of Solid
Quality Mentors, author of several books about T-SQL, a columnist in SQL Server
Magazine, and a regular speaker in SQL Server related events.

End To End Practical SQL Server Performance Tuning

Presenter: Greg Low
2 — 6 March, 2009 | Melbourne
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Melbourne CBD SQL PASS
Chapter

Answering the queries your users
really want to ask
January. 12, Melbourne — Greg Low at 12:30-2:00pm

Location @ 257 Level 1, 257 Collins Street.
Melbourne

Developers like queries that are very
constrained. Users don't. In this
session, Greg will show how iFTS in
SQL Server 2008 allows developers to
build systems that answer the queries
the users really want to ask.

Greg received rave reviews of this
session when he delivered this same
session at TechEd Developers in
Barcelona recently.

If you haven't used FTS in earlier
versions of SQL Server and are curious
about what’s possible, have used it and
have some old pain associated with it or

are using it and want to see what's
changed, this session is a must.

RSVP if you're coming to
info @ sgldownunder.com

For more information regarding the
location

click here.

For more information regarding SQL
Down Under

click here.

This five day intensive course is designed to provide highly practical advice on
performance tuning of SQL Server systems. While the course is based on SQL Server
2008, coverage is provided of SQL Server 2005 along with a discussion of how the
information differs from earlier versions. Attendees will gain a solid and practical skills
that can be used on the current versions of the product as soon as they return from
the class. The focus of the materials is on the actual problems typically encountered
by our mentors during their client engagements.

Microsoft Bl Bootcamp: SQL Server 2008, Office System 2007 and
Performance Point Server 2007

Presenter: Peter Myers
9 — 13 March, 2009 | Sydney
16 — 20 March, 2009 | Melbourne

Business intelligence solutions provide the infrastructure that enables people at all
levels of a business to make better decisions based on more accurate and up-to-date
information. This workshop focuses on the teaching IT professionals the best practices
and skills required to successfully design, build, deploy, and operate a business
intelligence solution using SQL Server 2008. This course is also directly useful for
those working with SQL Server 2005.

Peter is widely recognised as one of the best SQL Business Intelligence trainers in the
world. Microsoft have already chosen him to deliver the Bl preconference sessions for
the upcoming TechEd 2009 in Los Angeles.

Click here to learn more about any of these courses.
And contact ozinfo @solidg.com for scheduling information.

Bookings: Download Booking Form or phone 1-300-SQLPRO (1300775776)

CUSTOMER TESTIMONIAL

Jane from Sydney said this about our course "An incredible course
with people who are passionate al
great!."

HOT LINKS

Webcast: Greg Low on "Avoiding Stored Procedure Recompiles”

White Paper: "Working with SOL Server Integration Services"
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