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TECH FEATURE

Database Snapshot Performance Considerations Under 1/O
Intensive Workloads

SolidQ mentor Ron Talmage has co-authored a new whitepaper with Sanjay Mishra
from Microsoft.

Database snapshots in SQL Server 2005 Enterprise Edition give you a consistent view
of a database as of a certain point in time. The database snapshot appears to you as a
read-only static database. You can create multiple database snapshots on a source
database. You can revert the source database to an earlier state by restoring it from a
database snapshot.

Database snapshot performance is closely tied to the I/O capabilities of the system.
This white paper summarizes the results of testing database snapshot performance
under intense I/O activity on a large database. We measured the impact of creating a
single database snapshot and multiple database snapshots under varying transaction
loads as well as the performance effect of database snapshots on index creation and
rebuild. This white paper provides some best practice recommendations for using
database snapshots under I/O-intensive conditions.

Click here to download the whitepaper.
Solid State Disks
Have you been considering using Solid State drives on your SQL Server system? SolidQ

mentor Mark Whitehorn has written an article that might well help you decide.

Click here to download the article.
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Business Intelligence

Free SQL Server
2008 Management
Studio Express

SPOTLIGHT: SQL To The Max

Don't get caught in the recession blues!

Now is the time to maximise your investment in SQL Server. Our SQL To The Max one-
day seminars are economical, to the point and in-depth. We're taking these seminars
to the road and coming to a location near you, once per month.

For organisations:

You've already made a big investment in SQL Server. Now is the time to maximise the
return on it:

= avoid costly upgrades by making sure performance is optimal
= make sure your staff are using the product to its fullest potential
= avoid having staff out of the office for lengthy periods of training
For DBAs or Developers:
Now is the time to make sure you have marketable skills:
= learn new SQL Server skills
= increase the depth of your existing skills
= avoid lengthy periods of training away from work (for employees) or billable

hours (for contractors)

Click here for more details on these seminars.
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Melbourne CBD SQL PASS
Chapter

Design Reports with Reporting

Services 2008
March. 16, Melbourne — Peter Myers

at 12:30-2:00pm

Location @ 257 Level 1, 257 Collins Street.
Melbourne

During this session Peter will cover
Designing Reports with Reporting
Services 2008

In this presentation Peter Myers will
introduce using Reporting Services 2008
to author reports from both relational
and OLAP data sources. Topics will
include report design topics ranging
from basic to sophisticated, including
report interactivity and embedding
custom logic with code and assemblies.
Additionally, the report authoring
demonstrations will be done using the
new Reporting Services 2008 report
designer and Report Builder 2.0. This
presentation is suitable for developers
and other IT professionals interested to
learn about authoring reports in
Reporting Services 2008, and for those
simply curious to know what’s new in
2008.

RSVP if you're coming to

info @ sgldownunder.com

For more information regarding the
location

click here.

TRAINING & MENTORING

In this tough economy, the complex process of budgeting for technology and training
only gets more difficult. SolidQ can help your organization plan to weather these
choppy financial waters while keeping your staff trained on the most important
technologies.

Advanced Transact-SQL Querying, Programming and Tuning for
SQL Server 2005 & 2008

1-5June, 2009 | Brisbane
29 June — 3 July , 2009 | Melbourne

The course focuses on writing and tuning queries and programming with T-SQL in SQL
Server 2005 and 2008. In this course you will learn the details and capabilities of T-SQL
in the following areas: Logical Query Processing; Query Tuning; Subqueries, Ranking
Functions, Joins and Set Operations; Aggregating and Pivoting Data; TOP and APPLY;
Data Modification; Data Type Related Problems; Programmable Objects (Dynamic SQL,
Views, User Defined Functions, Stored Procedures, Triggers, Transactions and
Concurrency, Exception Handling); Graphs, Trees and Hierarchies.

The course was developed by Itzik Ben-Gan, a mentor and one of the founders of Solid
Quality Mentors, author of several books about T-SQL, a columnist in SQL Server
Magazine, and a regular speaker in SQL Server related events.

Writing T-SQL Queries for SQL Server 2005 and 2008 (NEW!)

16 — 17 April, 2009 | Melbourne
21 - 22 May, 2009 | Sydney
3 -4 August, 2009 | Brisbane

This two day course is designed to provide coverage of the core skills involved in
qguerying SQL Server using the T-SQL language. These are important skills for
developers, DBAs and for those needing to write reports using SQL Server.

The course covers material applicable to both SQL Server 2005 and 2008 and
enhancements only available in 2008 are clearly identified.

SolidQ™ Australia News is a monthly newsletter brought to you by SolidQ Australia, the trusted, global provider of advanced education,
mentoring and consulting for the Microsoft data platform. © 2009 SolidQ Australia - All Rights Reserved.


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001aRXj-_vSSYD1a4DsHaovZAfs3r4GP-NLHEtehTCXEqyPDVs20H4Svk_G0Fd4sJLUDVcFQ5BAPqPR3pSH2LRbK7lkqc9-wfaLrwVQ8dZFchqiOQ1p_6NKoYK9OqJhSvKnXIyygCgKwocIWsSsGyngeKBSiwVC3hO5kqzhM0bgN-bRvscVllo-Rg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001aRXj-_vSSYD1a4DsHaovZAfs3r4GP-NLHEtehTCXEqyPDVs20H4Svk_G0Fd4sJLUDVcFQ5BAPqPR3pSH2LRbK7lkqc9-wfaLrwVQ8dZFchqiOQ1p_6NKoYK9OqJhSvKnXIyygCgKwocIWsSsGyngeKBSiwVC3hO5kqzhM0bgN-bRvscVllo-Rg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001aRXj-_vSSYD1a4DsHaovZAfs3r4GP-NLHEtehTCXEqyPDVs20H4Svk_G0Fd4sJLUDVcFQ5BAPqPR3pSH2LRbK7lkqc9-wfaLrwVQ8dZFchqiOQ1p_6NKoYK9OqJhSvKnXIyygCgKwocIWsSsGyngeKBSiwVC3hO5kqzhM0bgN-bRvscVllo-Rg==
mailto:info@sqldownunder.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=257+collins+street+melbourne+victoria+australia&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.445554,67.5&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
http://www.solidq.com.au/COURSEDBADVANCEDTSQL/tabid/71/Default.aspx
http://www.solidq.com.au/COURSEDBADVANCEDTSQL/tabid/71/Default.aspx
http://www.solidq.com.au/COURSEDBADVANCEDTSQL/tabid/71/Default.aspx

SQL Server Reporting Services
in 2008 and Lessons Learned

Presenter: Jessica Moss

SolidQ mentor Jessica Moss discusses

SQL Server Reporting Services in 2008

and lessons learned with all versions of
Reporting Services.

To download this free podcast

click here.

TechEd USA

SolidQ will again be well represented
amongst the speakers at TechEd USA in
Los Angeles in May.

Local mentor Greg Low has been
selected to present his session on
“Answering the queries your users

really want to ask, with Full Text Search
in Microsoft SQL Server 2008”.

DevWeek London

Greg is also presenting a preconference
seminar and three sessions at DevWeek
in London in March.

SQL Server Masters Program

Greg has again been selected to train
Microsoft Consulting Services staff,
Field Engineers and key customers in
the SQL Masters program at Microsoft
headquarters in Redmond later this
month.

Microsoft Bl Bootcamp: SQL Server 2008, Office System 2007 and
Performance Point Server 2007

9 — 13 March, 2009 | Perth (Almost full — book ASAP)

16 — 20 March, 2009 | Melbourne (Almost full = book ASAP)

27 — 1 April/May, 2009 | Sydney

25 —29 May, 2009 | Brisbane

Business intelligence solutions provide the infrastructure that enables people at all
levels of a business to make better decisions based on more accurate and up-to-date
information. This workshop focuses on the teaching IT professionals the best practices
and skills required to successfully design, build, deploy, and operate a business
intelligence solution using SQL Server 2008. This course is also directly useful for
those working with SQL Server 2005.

Click here to learn more about any of these courses.
And contact ozinfo @solidg.com for scheduling information.

Bookings: Download Booking Form or phone 1-300-SQLPRO (1300775776)

Get to know our mentors

Ron Talmage

SQL Server MVP Ron Talmage is a Principal Mentor with Solid Quality Mentors (SolidQ
Australia’s parent company) and leader of the Pacific Northwest SQL Server Users
Group. He has over 20 years experience in the IT World. Ron has been providing,
teaching and conference presentations and is also a contributing editor of PASS Info
Link.

HOT LINKS

Bloqg: Greq Low, "Disallow Results From Triggers?”
Podcast: Jessica Moss and Rushabh Mehta on "Introduction

of SQL Server 2008 Integration Services"

Webcast: Peter Myers on “Introduction to SQL Server 2008
Reporting Services”

Technical Article: "The Data Loading Performance Guide"

Free Microsoft eBook: “Understanding Microsoft
Virtualization Solutions”
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